
Medicare Safety Nets (MSN) can help to lower your out of pocket medical costs (out of hospital). 

The MSNs apply to services such as seeing a doctor, some tests and scans (e.g. CT). 

When you spend over a certain amount in a calendar year, Medicare will give you a higher amount back.  

The MSN is calculated from 1 January to 31 December each year. 

Your doctor’s visit or test will still cost the same, but once you reach the MSN, you will receive more money 
back from Medicare. 

If you’re enrolled in Medicare, you’re eligible for MSNs. Individuals are automatically registered for MSNs. 

- If you’re part of a family or couple you can combine your costs by registering as a family. 

What are the MSN Thresholds? 

- There are 2 Medicare Safety Nets (MSNs): 
o Original Medicare Safety Net 
o Extended Medicare Safety Net. 

2022 Medicare Safety Nets thresholds 

Thresholds 
Threshold 
amount 

Who it’s for 
What counts 
towards the 
threshold 

What benefit you’ll 
get back 

Original Medicare Safety 
Net (OMSN) 

$495.60 Everyone in Medicare 
Your gap amount 
for the calendar 
year. 

100% of the schedule 
fee for out of hospital 
services. 

Extended Medicare Safety 
Net (EMSN)- General 

$2249.80 Everyone in Medicare 

Your out of 
pocket amount 
for the calendar 
year. 

80% of out of pocket 
costs or the EMSN 
benefit caps for out of 
hospital services. 

Extended Medicare Safety 
Net (EMSN) - Concessional 
and Family Tax Benefit 
Part A 

$717.90 

Concession 
cardholders and 
families eligible for 
Family Tax Benefit Part 
A 

Your out of 
pocket amount 
for the calendar 
year. 

80% of out of pocket 
costs or the EMSN 
benefits caps for out of 
hospital services. 

Verified Payments: 

- Only verified payments count towards the threshold.  
- Verified payments are when you pay for your health professional service in full, before you claim 

money back from Medicare. 

 
Check your MSN threshold at any time through your: 

a. Medicare online account 
b. Express Plus Medicare Mobile app. 
c. You can also call the Medicare program. 

https://www.servicesaustralia.gov.au/how-to-register-for-medicare-safety-nets?context=22001
https://www.servicesaustralia.gov.au/original-medicare-safety-net?context=22001
https://www.servicesaustralia.gov.au/extended-medicare-safety-net?context=22001
https://www.servicesaustralia.gov.au/medicare-online-account
https://www.servicesaustralia.gov.au/express-plus-medicare-mobile-app
https://www.servicesaustralia.gov.au/phone-us#medicaregeneral

